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Candidate Manifesto Booklet

Your Hackney, Your Future, Your Right
Feel the change, Make it happen

Foreword by Councillor Anntoinette Bramble
Welcome to the candidate
booklet for the Hackney
Youth Parliament
elections 2014.
This is where you can find
out about the young people
bidding for your vote in this
year’s elections. The Youth
Parliament elections are your
chance to influence how we do
things here in Hackney – the
people who get your vote will represent young people
and feed back your opinions, concerns and ideas on a
local, national and even global level.
This isn’t about just a name or a title; the current
Youth Parliament has made a valuable contribution to
life in Hackney. They’ve been involved in shaping the
delivery of school nurse services in Hackney, and also
worked with the Children and Young People’s Service
Scrutiny Committee review into careers advice and work
experience.
They also campaigned on mental health issues and
discipline in the home and, as we approach the 2015
general election, they’ve been involved in the national
UK Youth Parliament campaign to encourage young
people to take an interest in politics.
As a council, we know that involving young people in
decision-making brings a perspective that benefits all of
our residents, but it’s not an easy task; they are required
to give up some of their free time to work on these
issues and they work hard to make a real difference,
whether it’s meeting with councillors, talking to you,
their constituents, or taking part in debates and feeding
back ideas to council officers – it’s a real commitment.
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For those candidates who have put themselves up for
election this year, the hard work has already begun and
I know that a lot of time and energy went into writing
the manifestos in this booklet. Once elected, your
Members of Hackney Youth Parliament will be trained so
they have the skills, knowledge and confidence to carry
out their responsibilities, so I’d encourage you to get in
touch with your local members, tell them what you think
or any concerns you might have. Of course it’s not too
late to get involved yourself; if you want to help shape
the future of Hackney, visit www.younghackney.org to
find out about the opportunities available for all young
people who live, work or go to school in our exciting
borough.
I would like to take the opportunity to wish all the
candidates well in the upcoming elections.
Good luck to all candidates!

Councillor Anntoinette Bramble
Cabinet Member for Children
and Young People’s Services

HYP Elections 2014 General Info FAQs
Your vote for young people in Hackney
If you are aged 11–19 (or up to 25 if you consider yourself disabled) and live, work, study or attend a youth club in the
borough you can vote in the Hackney Youth Parliament elections. Voting will take place at schools, colleges and youth
clubs from 6 –14 October 2014. By voting, you can make a difference to the lives of young people in Hackney.

Frequently asked questions
What is the Hackney Youth Parliament (HYP)?
The Youth Parliament aims to give a voice to young
people in Hackney. HYP aims to represent the views of
young people in Hackney to decision-makers in the
Council and in public services such as the Police, health
services and housing providers.
Who decides who will be part of the HYP?
You do! If you are aged 11–19 years old and live, work,
study or attend a youth club in the borough then you can
vote. If you’re aged 8 – 11 then you can still participate
by voting at your local Young Hackney centre.
How can I vote?

How will results be announced?
Ballot papers will be counted throughout 15 October
at Young Hackney Forest Road. The results of the
Hackney Youth Parliament elections will be announced
from 4 – 6pm.
The declaration will form part of a special Local
Democracy Week: Youth Democracy Day, which will
include a Mayoral Q&A, a Democracy Fair with a range
of stalls, interactive workshops and other activities
available to all secondary schools in Hackney. Places are
limited so please contact Tom Sheppard on 0208 356
7650 to book your place.
How can I find out more?

Voting by ballot will take place at secondary schools,
colleges and youth clubs from 6 –14 October 2014.

If you would like more information call anyone on
the Elections team:

There are two constituencies in Hackney – Hackney
North and Hackney South. You can vote for up to 12
candidates for the area your school or youth club is
situated in. Read through their manifestos and mark
your chosen candidates with an X on the ballot paper.

tom.sheppard@hackney.gov.uk

020 8356 7650

keeley.williams@hackney.gov.uk 020 8356 6403
chris.murray@hackney.gov.uk

0208 356 4296

nancy.bending-beckett@hackney.gov.uk

If you do not attend school in Hackney but wish to vote,
you can vote at your local youth club or youth forum.
A list of youth centres where you can vote is available
online at www.younghackney.org – click on ‘Get Involved’.
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Introducing the Hackney Youth Parliament
Here’s a snapshot of the work completed by the Hackney
Youth Parliament of 2012-14. It will give you an idea
about the kind of work that HYP does on your behalf.

weekend of team-building and had a chance to reflect
on their first year in the HYP. They picked up skills and
attitudes vital to working in a team.

Consultations

Careers Advice and Work Experience Campaign

The Youth Parliament worked with the Children and
Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) to design
services for young people with mental health
problems. They also took part in a consultation with
the Council’s Public Health team about a new School
Nurse service.

The second Parliament campaign was in partnership
with the CYPS Scrutiny Committee. HYP conducted an
investigation into careers advice and work experience
and put their recommendations to the Committee.

Crossing the Line

The first Youth Parliament campaign dealt with
domestic abuse and parental discipline. The results of
their survey were presented at the 2013 Youth
Conference, and shared with the CAMHS service.
Launching the new Youth Hubs

Hackney Council has invested £5million in five new
young people’s centres. The Youth Parliament was
involved in every aspect of their development, from the
initial consultation to the design of the new buildings.
In 2013, members of the Youth Parliament helped to
launch the new Youth Hub at Woodberry Down:
Young Hackney The Edge.
Midway through their term HYP went to the HindLeap
Warren Outdoor Education Centre. They enjoyed a
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Through the Adobe Youth Voices programme they
created a short film, screened at the National Theatre
on the Southbank in April. The film investigated
changes to careers advice and how young people
could improve their work experience placements. The
campaign will continue through until October.
Youth Conference 2013

An annual event, the 2013 conference focused on the
theme of Identity. It was organised by the Youth
Parliament and was an opportunity for young people
to meet, debate, and come up with ideas for change.
Young people:
• debated about the theme and took part in various
workshops and panel discussions
• discussed the subject of free speech online and how
it affects young people’s identity.

Meeting with the CYPS Scrutiny Committee

Hackney Youth Parliament has two permanent seats
on the Children and Young People’s Scrutiny
Committee. The Committee has oversight for the way
that Children’s Services are delivered. It conducts
regular reviews of services and makes
recommendations for improvement.
Working with the Committee, Hackney Council has
changed the way it involves young carers and has
improved its services for looked-after children and
children in care.
UK Youth Parliament

Hackney’s UKYP members took part in a vote at the
House of Commons for the UKYP priority campaign,
selecting from a shortlist of five. UKYP chose the
National Campaign to be ‘Votes at 16’ to give
16 – 18 year olds the vote.

“

I ran for Hackney Youth Parliament because I
believed in better – nothing is too good for
young people in Hackney.
As a group we are all very passionate about
what we do. Sometimes, it can seem like we are
divided individuals working towards a common
goal – there have been a lot of heated debates!
But you have a duty to ensure that all the
young people who voted for you have the best
education, services and youth clubs, so you
focus on achieving results.
As a member of Youth Parliament, you have
real influence and you can use it in a positive
way – for example members of the Youth
Parliament were involved in creating the new
Young Hackney youth centres – if you like to go
to the Edge, Forest Road, or Concorde to chill,
take part in activities, to go climbing, we played
a part in making that happen.

”

Kennedy Nwosu, HYP member 2012-14
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Amalah Allen
Hackney North

World peace: that’s what everybody prays
for, right? But – we should take it one step
at a time, borough by borough, within our
own communities. Most people believe that
Hackney is a dangerous place, but by working
hard I believe we can change that perception.
As a girl I believe I get the light end of
the stick – boys are expected to live to a
different standard, for example ‘being a gang
member’. I will work to make young people
safe in the area in which they live.
I believe that when people speak they are not
always heard. I believe you should vote for
me because I want to give young people the
chance to express their personal feelings and
speak for themselves.

I will work to make young
people safe in the area in
which they live.
7

Sabrina Amod
Hackney North

Although Hackney has faced many issues
such as unemployment, deprivation and
crime, the vibrant diversity and community
spirit of Hackney continues to shine through.
This inspires me to make the conscious
choice of being a positive example to others
and making an active contribution to my
community. This is why I would like to be a
part of the Hackney Youth Parliament.
Often decisions are made for us by people
who don’t know us – and we aren’t even
asked. I want to bridge the gap between
the people in charge and the young people
affected, and I will do this by allowing young
people to have a voice and be heard.
I feel that young people from Hackney have a
lot to give and with the right support they can
make great things happen.
After all – we are the future and we need to build
a solid foundation for ourselves. As Maya Angelou
said: ‘Nothing Will Work Unless You Do’.

I feel that young people
from Hackney have a lot
to give and with the right
support they can make
great things happen.
8

Surita Boateng
Hackney North

I believe in the platform Hackney Youth
Parliament creates for young people to make
a change. I’d like to be given the opportunity
to create a society where adults don’t see
young people as trouble-makers and where
young people have a voice to speak out for
what they believe in.
If elected, I would regularly seek advice from
young people in Hackney on their views.
I will try to solve issues like bullying and racism.
By trying to solve these things I believe we will
make a HUGE difference in our community.
I am a very determined, hard-working and
persistent person. I will strive till I achieve the
best or close to the best community we can
get.
Our future depends on the choices we make
now. Vote for change. Vote for me!

I believe in the platform
Hackney Youth Parliament
creates for young people to
make a change.
9

Yagou Cham
Hackney North

As a lifelong Hackney resident I have always
been concerned with the welfare of the
borough. I’m inspired to make changes to our
community and make everyone feel safe and
have fun. I want us all to speak up, be brave
and stand up for our rights.
My focus is crime. Although it has reduced
during the past years, in my eyes it still needs
to be dealt with. I’m tired of seeing youths
being sucked into a life of crime as they see
no appropriate alternative. We can do it –
don’t take no for an answer. One of the main
ways in which I hope to reduce crime is to
provide more facilities and activities for the
youths of Hackney.
Why should you vote for me? Because I want
to address the major issues.

I’m inspired to make
changes to our community
and make everyone feel
safe and have fun.
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Emma Chyna Rhoden
Hackney North

Relationships between young teenagers today
seem to be all online. We are cooped up inside
our parents’ home with not much to do – and
some people are concerned about safety
when outside.
I want to give my opinions and ideas to help
young people create projects which will help
other young people in their area. I want to
help other kids of my age, who may not have
much to do during the holidays or term time,
to find things to do locally.

I want to help other kids
of my age, who may not
have much to do during the
holidays or term time, to find
things to do locally.
11

Louis Comach
Hackney North

If I am elected as a member of Hackney
Youth Parliament, I will take on board your
ideas about our community. I will:
• Try to make sure all of your ideas are heard
and thought about by the rest of the Youth
Parliament.
• Make noticeable differences to our schools
and our community.
• Change stereotypes about Hackney and
the people that live there.
I hope you all vote for whoever you want
to win and remember: we can’t make a
difference without you.

I will make noticeable
differences to our schools
and our community.
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Deniz Elbeyioglu
Hackney North

I want to change Hackney from bad to good.
There’s lots of violence in Hackney: antisocial,
racist and gang violence. I want to stop this
now. I would like young people’s futures to
be the way they want them to be. I would
like them to work to the best of their abilities.
Some young people have problems which
pull them back, I want to change this. I want
them to get somewhere in life, I want them
to be happy; I want to change their lives in a
positive way.

I would like young people’s
futures to be the way they
want them to be.
13

Skye Fitzgerald McShane
Hackney North

If you elect me as a member of Hackney
Youth Parliament you will have a guaranteed
representative who will listen to your views.
During my term, however, I really want to
focus on two things: getting Hackney’s youth
clubs more exposure and tackling the negative
stereotypes that surround Hackney’s youth.
Recently, budget cuts in this country have sent
youth clubs down the drain. I want to tackle
this issue by campaigning to get funding
put back into them. This has already started
happening, but youth clubs need wider
support. I suggest we use leaflets and social
media, advertise events and get the message
into schools.
I am very proud to be a Hackney citizen. I
would love every other youth in Hackney to
think that as well. If you vote me in, I will
make sure I show people that Hackney youths
are bright-minded, unique individuals who
don’t conform to stereotype.
Hackney Youth: The Leaders of Tomorrow.

I am very proud to be a
Hackney citizen. I would love
every other youth in Hackney
to think that as well.
14

Beth Foster-Ogg
Hackney North

I am Hackney born and raised. As a member
of the Hackney Youth Parliament, I would
dedicate my time to representing you fairly
and compassionately, listening to what you
have to say and striving to make Hackney
better for us all.
Getting young people involved and
recognising the importance of community
and politics is key to my campaign. We have
a lot to contribute, but are often ignored even
though every decision affects us, the people
we care about and all our futures. Our voice
needs to be heard and valued!
If elected, I would not just campaign on
‘youth issues’, but also issues of housing
and poverty, and improving awareness of
and support systems for mental health,
particularly amongst young women. I care
about equality, equal opportunities, and the
importance of excellent education for our
lives, not just for exams.
As a hard-working debater, public speaker and
campaigner, I will work hard to support you
to become empowered young people with
opportunities to take your future into your
own hands.

Our voice needs to be
heard and valued!
15

Humaira Garasia
Hackney North

I strongly believe that we need to be
presented with more opportunities, no matter
what our grades or where we come from. We
are the young, we are the future, we are the
coming leaders. As writer Ayn Rand states:
‘The ladder of success is best climbed by
stepping on the rungs of opportunity.’
Facebook, Apple, Google, Twitter, Microsoft –
they were all started by young people just like
us. You never know, one simple opportunity
may turn into something big: by you. I stand
for you, for you to get better opportunities, for
you to make a change, for you to succeed.
You can count on me.

I stand for you, for you to get
better opportunities, for you
to make a change, for you
to succeed.
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Mahawa Kamara
Hackney North

Stereotypes, stereotypes: have you
experienced any? It’s not a nice thing is
it? Telling people you’re from Hackney and
seeing them react badly, just because of the
bad things they have heard. When you say
Hackney they think: ‘drugs, gangs’, but no,
that’s not who we are. Just because some bad
things have happened doesn’t mean we’re all
bad, right?
Did you know through the power of
communication you can change someone’s
opinion? To change people’s stereotypes we
could put on dramas by young people – to
show everyone what we are all about and
what we can do. If you vote for me, I will try
my utmost to show people we are just like all
the other boroughs.
Together we can help others to think before
they stereotype us!

Together we can help
others to think before they
stereotype us!
17

Fabrianna Leslie
Hackney North

Hi my name is Fabrianna and I am here to
tell you why you should vote for me. What do
you think is a big issue in Hackney? I think it
is appearances: people are judged by the way
they look and not who they are.
Have you ever been somewhere and felt
uncomfortable because you can feel/hear/
see someone looking at you, pointing or even
speaking about you? You may know someone
who has been bullied at school, or someone
who has been stopped for no reason on the
street, just because of the way they look. I
want to put a stop to that.
Together we can stop prejudice!

Together we can
stop prejudice!
18

Jordi Matuba
Hackney North

I am representing all the young people of
Hackney.
My aim as a candidate is to bring all young
people together and communicate. To come
together and talk about our lifestyles, our
aspirations, and where we want to be.
I grew up in the north of Hackney. After
leaving school without good grades I found
myself getting into trouble, but attending the
Edge Youth Hub encouraged me to talk to
staff if I had issues. I want to do something
similar to support other young people. I
want to peer mentor younger people to
have a voice and to stand out. Through my
experiences, good and bad, I am equipped to
talk to young people about the negatives of
going down the wrong path.
At the end of the day, everyone gravitates
to success and I want to be successful in the
right way. Surround yourself with people on
the same mission as you.
I believe it is important to motivate young
people to make positive choices and have
people around you who will support you.

I want to peer mentor
younger people to have a
voice and to stand out.
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Luke Odunaike
Hackney North

As a candidate for Hackney Youth Parliament
I want to help young people to think more
about their future.
Crime and negative lifestyles do not pay in
the long run. You can have fun and enjoy your
life whilst still trying to achieve your goals.
As your candidate for Hackney Youth
Parliament I can assure you I will do my best
to deal with all enquires made by the young
people of Hackney.
I want to encourage young people to do
positive things through my role; there are
many singers, rappers, footballers etc but
there are so many other avenues that we
can explore and through which young people
can achieve – so enquire to aspire before you
expire.

I want to help young
people to think more
about their future.
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Isaac Osofisan
Hackney North

Sport is a good way to get people thinking
and talking positively. From my experience,
I can see there are many sporting
opportunities for young people, but not all
young people know about them.
If I were elected I would try and ensure
future generations can take part in a variety
of different sports across the borough. I can
see there is a lot of talent in Hackney, and if I
were elected I could help young people bring
out the best in their sporting abilities.

I can see there is a lot of
talent in Hackney, and if
I were elected I could help
young people bring out the
best in their sporting
abilities.
21

Malique Palmer Hamilton
Hackney North

My name is Malique Palmer Hamilton and I
want you to vote for me because I have good
ideas for change. I want more youth clubs
to get kids off the road. I also want there to
be more healthy shops so that kids can eat
healthy food.

I want more youth clubs…
I want there to be more
healthy shops so that kids
can eat healthy food.
22

Arnas Razulis
Hackney North

If I am elected I will make teenagers more
aware of job opportunities and I will improve
educational standards in school. I will also try
to stop gang-related vandalism and bullying
outside of school.
The things I will bring to Hackney Youth
Parliament are my debating skills, my
creativity and a determination to make your
unheard voices heard.

I will bring a determination
to make your unheard
voices heard.
23

Tishawn Thams
Hackney North

As your candidate for Hackney Youth
Parliament I understand that life is difficult
for many young people. I am committed to
supporting the youth of Hackney to become
more successful by setting up activities
and workshops for young people to learn
entrepreneurial skills.
It is my hope that we will be able to put in
place support that will develop young people
to become confident and well-equipped in
developing new ideas and solutions to the
challenges we face.
By doing so, I aim to help reduce youth crime
and make the future of young people in
Hackney bigger and brighter.
Invest in our future, support us in being the
best we can be.

I am committed to supporting
the youth of Hackney by
setting up workshops for
young people to learn
entrepreneurial skills.
24

Fehmi Yildiz
Hackney North

If I was voted for I would raise money for
youth activities to give young people a chance
to experience lots of opportunities, which
some people cannot afford to do.

I would raise money for
youth activities to give
young people a chance to
experience lots of
opportunities, which some
people cannot afford to do.
25
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Ella Barnett
Hackney South

I would like to change people’s views on
young people. I want to stop the tensions
between boroughs and help young people to
stay out of trouble. Young people need a voice
and I can give that to them. The shy need to
come out of their shell and speak up.

I want to stop the tensions
between boroughs and
help young people to stay
out of trouble.
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Vera Boateng
Hackney South

I have been a member of Hackney Youth
Parliament for four years – I’m proud of what
we’ve achieved – particularly the Hackney
Youth Conference, which showed that young
people are heading in the same direction: we
all want our voice to be heard.
But I think we can do more. This time I want
to focus on education. There are people in
Hackney who don’t have the connections or
support to get where they want to go. I think
we can help them.
There are others who don’t feel compelled to
dream because no-one tells them about the
opportunities that are there for them. I think
we can help them to dream.
Vote for me!

There are people in Hackney
who don’t have the
connections or support to get
where they want to go.
I think we can help them.
28

Whitney Bola
Hackney South

I believe you should vote for me because I
am a strong leader; I will try my hardest until
what we deserve is done. I don’t give up
easily; I look at both opinions in a situation. I
strongly believe that we deserve better and by
voting for me you will get what’s needed.
I will stand up and not let my voice be tamed.
If you choose me, I can assure you – you
won’t regret it.

I will stand up and not let
my voice be tamed.
29

Menelik Brown
Hackney South

My name is Menelik Brown and I am from
Hackney. My concern is how people are going
to get a better education. Most people are
learning, but some people don’t get a chance
to learn because of their environments. This
affects the others in class and they don’t get
to progress. I am here to change that.
We also have to help the youths reach their
goals in education. Another topic I will focus
on is attendance, because the less you come
to school, the less you learn.

My concern is how people
are going to get a better
education.
30

Ella Cox
Hackney South

I am running for Hackney Youth Parliament
because I believe that we need to ensure
everyone feels safe both within their identities
and the Hackney community.
Should you elect me, I wish to campaign to
raise awareness of issues such as expelling
rape culture, which is when rape is normalised,
causing victim blaming, sexual objectification
and sexual offences.
I want to make young people conscious of the
opportunities that exist, so they can realise
their passions and gain skills relevant to
getting jobs.
I want to campaign for acceptance of the
LGBTQ+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
questioning or other) community and much
more.
We sculpt the future, so let’s create one
thriving with acceptance and opportunity.

We sculpt the future, so let’s
create one thriving with
acceptance and opportunity.
31

Beryl Eze
Hackney South

The young people of Hackney have bright
futures ahead of them. They are the future
leaders of our community. If you voted
for me, I would not only be the voice for
young people but I would build a stronger
relationship between you and your local MPs.
I would make sure they hear your problems:
unemployment, the lack of work experience
opportunities. With the help of local MPs
I hope to increase the chances of work
experience and help raise awareness of job
opportunities.

I would build a stronger
relationship between you
and your local MPs. I would
make sure they hear
your problems.
32

Leanna Fawole
Hackney South

I am passionate about building better
communication between young people,
families and the wider community of Hackney.
It is my vision to contribute to make Hackney
safer; to work with organisations and help set
up schemes that allow our unheard young
people and families to be able to air their
worries in a safe and secure environment,
where there will be positive progress in their
situation.
In particular, I would like to help families
that have had a family member sentenced
or remanded into custody and help them
throughout their time of difficulty. A scheme
that addresses their underlying needs and
worries, a place that all families are welcome
if they wish to seek advice, or just a little help
on the road to their family’s recovery.
As I said I am passionate about building
better communication, but I need your vote to
start the change.

It is my vision to contribute
to make Hackney safer.
33

Dylan Ferner-Rose
Hackney South

I think the youth of Hackney deserve better.
They are systematically misrepresented,
blocked from careers and silenced.
I would like to be the representative who gives
youths a voice. A vote for me is a vote for a
promise: I will fight for your voice to be heard,
in whatever way I can.

A vote for me is a vote for a
promise: I will fight for your
voice to be heard.

Chloe James
Hackney South

I care about the community and I will change
the community by making Hackney safer. I
will help young people find out about what’s
going on so they are not on the streets.
I am a friendly person, I like to meet people
and I am helpful. I care about what happens
in my community and I want to make it a
better place for young people.

I care about what happens in
my community and I want to
make it a better place for
young people.
35

Nia John
Hackney South

I want to stand for Parliament because I want
to get young people into youth clubs, and give
them something to do rather than join gangs.
The activities I do at youth clubs are helping
me to see my potential and follow my dreams.
I want young people to use youth clubs to
develop their talents and see the potential
they have. It is easier and better to do this in
a youth club, because they can work with their
peers; gain social skills and confidence and
make friends.

I want young people to use
youth clubs to develop their
talents and see the potential
they have.
36

Elle Kilday
Hackney South

As your candidate for the Hackney Youth
Parliament I want to champion the voice of
young people and ensure we are doing all that
can be done to make sure you are listened to.
I feel too many young people are targeted
unfairly by the Police and that the young
people of Hackney have a bad image that
is sensationalised by the media. I want to
change this.
I would also like to act on behalf of the wider
community such as our older generation who
I feel are overlooked and mistreated by the
government.
I am not Sainsbury’s but I would like people
to taste the difference.

I feel too many young people
are targeted unfairly.
37

Japera Marshall-McDavid
Hackney South

If I am elected to the Hackney Youth
Parliament I want to ensure that people feel
comfortable in their own neighbourhoods.
I want to change the way Hackney is
represented.
I want to make sure that those who need
support get it when they need it
Nobody wants their neighbour to be
complaining or being upset in their area,
everyone should be as one, looking after
each other and helping the community with
whatever problems they are fighting against.

I want to ensure that people
feel comfortable in their own
neighbourhoods.
38

Princewill Mbakwe
Hackney South

My name is Princewill and if I am elected
I will change young people’s education so
they think about their future. I am a laidback, confident person who tries to help other
people. I aim to help the whole borough to
education and jobs.

I will change young people’s
education so they think
about their future.
39

Ryan Praag
Hackney South

Hi, my name is Ryan. I’m a Transition Mentor
with the Hackney Ark Young Ones at Young
Hackney Forest Road. I help people who come
to our youth group. I am a good talker, I’m
enthusiastic and I pay attention to detail.
I want to make life better for disabled people
in Hackney, especially young people with a
disability. I want to make sure there are lifts
in all buildings, to make it easier for people
in wheelchairs, and I want to improve cycling
facilities for people with disabilities.

I want to make life
better for disabled people
in Hackney.
40

Edmund Ross
Hackney South

I am standing because we need positive
change.
If I were elected, I would support many of
the well-established campaigns for youth
out there, for example, getting the voting
age lowered to 16, and combating youth
unemployment in our community.
I would also help upcoming charities such as
On That Point (a debate charity designed to
combat the problems with popular culture).
On a more international level, I would support
campaigns such as a permanent solution to
the Palestine-Israel conflict.

I support many of the wellestablished campaigns
for youth – getting the
voting age lowered to
16, and combating youth
unemployment.
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Kimberley Shaw
Hackney South

I am concerned about young people’s welfare
and about youth crime, but I want to look at
how we can prevent crime from happening. I
believe we should promote the advantages
that Hackney has, such as youth clubs. We
need to change attitudes towards young
people in Hackney, bring the community
together with events and encourage each
other to help people improve their lives.
We should understand each other as
individuals, but see each other as a whole
community.

We should understand
each other as individuals,
but see each other as a
whole community.
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Mehmet Zencirkiran
Hackney South

We all have our own problems and concerns
but we are always able to change them
around. With a little bit of help from ME and
the Youth Parliament we can change things
around.
We can add new rules and change them, we
can make our own positive decisions, we can
get a better education, we can have more fun.
All of you can be happier than ever, the
problems and concerns can be changed if it is
right, we can spread the word HACKNEY from
negative to positive as a community.
As a team we all have rights and we should
use them.
It’s all in your hands.
It’s under your control so all you have to do is
vote for me. I’m Mehmet and thank you for
taking time to read this.

We can get a better education,
we can have more fun, all of
you can be happier than ever.
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Get Involved
Make Hackney a better place for young people
Area Youth Forums
Area Youth Forums take action on local issues, put on
activities and events, and work with local services so
young people feel safe in their neighbourhoods. Anyone
aged 8 – 19 can join an Area Youth Forum.
North Forum: Young Hackney The Edge
modi.abdoul@hackney.gov.uk
020 8356 4164
naomi.ohsan@hackney.gov.uk
South Forum: Young Hackney Forest Road
alex.hall@hackney.gov.uk
020 8356 5632
yasser.hussain@hackney.gov.uk
020 8356 6236
nancy.bending-beckett@hackney.gov.uk
Join your local Youth Forum
• It’s an opportunity to meet other young people
• You’ll get to enjoy new experiences, such as going on
residentials and trips
• You can develop new skills and gain qualifications
• A volunteering award will make your CV or university
application shine
• You can make change happen!
‘We have a right to be involved and have a say over
services that we use, such as youth clubs, schools and
colleges, parks, leisure centres and open spaces.’
The Hackney Youth Charter –
facebook.com/hackneyyouthcharter
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Estate-based Youth Forums
The Youth Engagement Project (YEP) is run by Hackney
Homes on: Morningside, Gascoyne, Frampton, Fellows
Court, Fawcett, Landfield/Beckers Old and New
Kingshold, Shore, Trelawney and Woodberry Down
estates. For information contact:
020 8986 3232 or email yep@rising-tide.co.uk
Hackney Get Heard
The HGH (Hackney Get Heard) Children in Care Council
represents the views of children and young people in
care. Their role is to ensure the promises made within
Hackney’s Pledge to Looked-after Children are kept. For
information email frank.pilkington@hackney.gov.uk or
call 020 8356 2398.
Sports Ambassadors
Join the Sports Ambassadors and keep the spirit of
2012 alive. Train as a sports coach, gain exclusive
access to events and help make Hackney healthy – call
020 8356 5383 or email darren.popham@hackney.gov.uk
Hackney Youth Opportunity Fund
Hackney YOF gives out grants of up to £5,000 to young
people who would like to run their own activities – to
apply, see www.younghackney.org and click on ‘Get
Involved’. If you’d like to join the Panel of young people
who make decisions about funding projects, email
tom.sheppard@hackney.gov.uk or call 020 8356 7650.
You need to be aged 13 –19.

What’s On

at	Young Hackney Centres
Sport, music production, DJ
workshops, BMX, careers
advice, sexual health drop-in,
media, IT, drama, jobs and
training, street dance, graffiti
workshops, climbing, songwriting,
film-making, fashion, design, bike
jam, Duke of Edinburgh’s, personal
safety workshops, life skills, cooking,
film club, volunteering, club nights,
comedy, debates, health and wellbeing,
Wii and more...

Sports

Media

Street Dance
Bike Jams

Drama

Fashion

Comedy

Concorde + Hoxton Hall + Young Hackney Forest Road +
Young Hackney Stoke Newington + Young Hackney The Edge
Open every weekday evening; check online for weekend
opening times.
Find out more at:
www.younghackney.org
facebook.com/younghackney
Twitter @younghackney
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Hackney Youth Opportunity Fund
What could you do with £5,000?
If you are aged 8 – 19* and have an idea for a project or an event
for other young people, you could apply to the Hackney Youth
Opportunity Fund and make your idea a reality. You can apply for up
to £5,000.
Hackney YOF will fund sports, arts, culture and media projects, as well
as projects that support volunteering and training.
* Up to 25 if you have support needs

Deadline for applications is 23 September. Download a form
from www.younghackney.org (click ‘Get involved’) or call
020 8356 7650.
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